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T following Sermon was not, as the-ireader. wilt eaſily. 
o Es intended for. publication. 
=. benefit of. the inflitation for w 


i : 1 8 tribunal of the puplic he appears with. difidence z 
1 : . 5 henſions that thoſe, with were pleaſed to expreſs much. f 


1 of the ſermon,, will. be diſappointed in the peruſal of it. 
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1 WAS KIAB =O: THE BLAND, AND FEET WAS 1 0 
THE LAME—T- WAS A-FATHER TO THE POOR. . 


5 THEN: 1 Aumigbey Sees nr part of: his creatures: 
' ſhould be expoled to the afflickions of poverty, und the 
| cs” of want, he left not himſelf withour witneſs of his... 
_ paternal care and providential affection towards thoſe, the loweſt wil 3 
his children. He gives, in common, rain and fruitful ſeaſons; 11 
the ſun ſhines alike on the rich and on the poor; and when theſe - 
bleſſings are withheld, or are inſufficient for the ſupport of them. 
ſelves, and the preſervation of their families, he creates a never- 
failing reſource in the bounty of the rich, and the liberality of the 5 
| proſperous. HE has implanted in man benevolent. affections, to 
the end that the abundance of ont may, in ſome degree, be 
a ſupply for the- wants of another.“ He enforces the exerciſe of 
thoſe amiable affections, by the cheering gratiflcation which attends 
acts. of- Con. He commands c chem that are rich in this 
. . ! world. 
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0 Ai to Jo good. to. chalk wwe in need, 180 becauſe they are the 
repreſentatives, as it were, of himſelf. He encourages-them.. to 
diſcharge the high truſt repoſed in them, by an expreſs Revelation, 
that charity ſhall be © to every cheerful giver,” an inexpreſſible 
conſolation at the hour ef- 05 1 and « nk. elliqaoious Pes . 
e at the day of e © 1 n 
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Such are the 1 incentives 1 . farniſhes, ad 
fuck the general obligations vhich it impoſes, for the rieh to con- 
tribute towards the alleviation of the ſufferings-of+.the poor. But 
there is one ſort of charity, ſo laudable in its deſign, and __ 
55 beneficial in its effects, that it ſeems, above all others, entitled to - 
our warmeſt approbation, and moſt liberal ſupport. Such is the 
. charity for which I am now. an advocate —a charity, which your 
fathers planted with attentive care, and oultured with ſolieitous 


2 * a ry 
my CN 9 ode 


bi SES 5 anxiety—a charity, tlie fruit of which it is ſo much both your duty 

ö KF x and your. intereſt. to preſerve, that every man, who feels the energy, 
= will, at the ſame time, admit the propriety of the language, an 
| 1 ployed by the ſacred writer in my text, —* T-was eyes to the blio 


1 
e 1 22 . 
a oo was I to the lame—1 Was A : father to Hi Poor. 1 ah 


Filed [$4 NING : 


J The application 1 the text to the de for which we ae | 

E? aſembled,. is not impeded by. the difference of opinion which. has 
ariſen among learned men, upon the 1 import of the two firſt Clauſes, 15 
The generality of interpreters, have ſuppoſed, that the blind and the „ 
lame are called ſo metaphorically, and that Job 1 is ſpeaking « of thoſe ER og 
1 6 who are benighted in ignorance, Or miſled by error. 'A N 
3 venerable father of the Church adheres more cloſely to the import 1 
Me the ig FRY i, underſtands them i in a a ſenſe Wed, 
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_ of Job's. benevolence, by: rep 


*: Heri 5 he Seu f to Festen us with a more exalted es 
Sſenting the objects of it as perſons 
to whom he extended ſuccour not by the intermediate agency of 
his ſervants, but by his own preſence, and with his own hands. 
Though: the firſt of theſe explanations is more directly adapted to 
the particular end of your inſtitution, the general importance of | 


charity is equally inculcated by the ſecond ; and the ſecond, to 


which I accede, as the more obvious, derives a peculiar and diſ- | 
tinguiſhed beauty, from a circumſtance which has not eſcaped the 


penetration of a learned countryman of our own; and which . 


may not be improper e to ſtare before bin very reſpeRtable audience; 
Ms country, in which Job i is fibpoſea' to have ed; andy” 
. ia gloomy and almoſt impaſſable wilderneſſes, where the traveller, 
who had no guide, was often perplexed to find his way, and often - 1 
obſtructed by unforeſeen and almoſt inſurmountable difficulties,.. 
even when it was found. To theſe uncommon difficulties therefore, 
rather than to the ordinary i inconveniencies of a journey, the author 
of the text ſeems. to allude, when, profeſſing his readineſs'to wing © 
0 forward on their way, thoſe who were weakened by ſickneſs, or in- 
5 jured by accident, he .emphatically declares himſelf to have been 
ec eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. In this point of v view the 
extraordinary nature of bis ſervice bears : a reſemblance to your own, 
Great is the. uſe. of conveying. education to thoſe whoſe ſituation in 8 


8 life enables them to obtain it by their own reſources but far 


greater is the merit of extending its advantages to ſuch perſons, 1 


from che ſcantineſs. of their fortune, and the humbleneſs of their - 
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ſituation, are ee of PRacuring them for themſelves: they are 
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e 0 extras aa from which 


they can be extricated only by — * 15 . and che 
n of the humane. TR | 


«>; 
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| . Newly illuſtrated Pa Sd 8 1 _— Tr your patient 

=. Attention whilſt I endeavour to enferce them. And may the Al- 
mighty grant us all to be impreſſed with dhe lame <ep * 
and animated * ſame len, * 


1 che ſtate 25 Gries in; a we . pole a as it is cl 
the comforts, and adorned with the elegancies of life, we are not 
inſenſible that, for the preſervation of thoſe comforts, and the 
enjoyment of thoſe. elegancies, we are indebted to the induſtry, and 
the docility of the lower elaſſes of the community even the 
very houſes we inhabit, the raiment we wear, the bread we eat, 


are not prepared but by. the. labour of their . and the ſweat 
* their brown.” 5 nf... 


: . 
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By the ingenuity of the artizan, 1 de Ungente e of the 
9 Huſbandman, we ſeem, perhaps, to be only remotely affected. But 
n our ſocial, and domeſtic intercourſe with them, the agency of 
the poor is ſo neceſſary to our well- being, that our happineſs may 
be almoſt ſaid to be placed in their hands, Their ignorance, their 
perverſeneſs, their miſapprehenſion, ſometimes bring upon us 
5 ſerious evils; often involve us in trying perplexities; always oblige : 


| ; vs to act with. the moſt vigilant circumſpe&ion. If then their 


_ Ignorance, can be removed, their perverſeneſs ſoftened, their miſ- 
bt apprehenſion. corrected, we are not only promoting the — 5 
eien, but ee * for . 
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"#1 Av diivcconmgdibiobs: with the lower orders of it men; we a not- has: 
that kindneſs will induce, or expoſtulations conſtrain them to pay 
| any regard to their engagements... The: proſpect olf ſome diſtant, 


or collateral advantage, the deſite of ſome petty convenience, nay 


the mere wantonneſs of blind caprice itſelf, will, on their part, 


diſſolve the moſt ſacred obligations. Neither fearing God, nor 


_ regarding man, they only conſider how. far their perſonal intereſts 
can be promoted, or their froward humours indulged. What 
inconvenience you may feel, what loſs you may ſuſtain, ſeems not 


to merit, from them, a ſerious reflection. You have put your- 


ſielves within their power; and they enjoy a malicious ſatisfaction 
in conſidering that ſuperiority does not imply independence that 
the right of oppoſition, as well as concurrence, is lodged with 
themſelves—and that, by the exerciſe of this right, they can di- 
miniſh the happineſs of which they do not immediately partake. 
I: would. not be. underſtood: to ſpeak with unrelenting and undiſ- 
tinguiſhing ſeverity of the poor; I would not even mention their 
faults, without intending their reformation : but your . own experi- 
__ ence will, 1 "PONG 57. ee exidenue,.. chaten wy 
| 2 tions. : ; 


" Naw, 165 it be neceſſary to 3 againſt the fiekte Ade 


0 ew AY greater is the neceſſity of moderating thoſe outrageous 
pPaſſions, which rage in the minds of the ignorant and unenlightened, 
with ſway almoſt uncontrouled? What ſpectacle is more offenſive 


than the furious · exceſſes of him, who, from boyhood to youth, and 
from youth to manhood, has not been taught to throw the rein on 


the violence of his anger? who, upon every trifling occaſion, 
whether chagrined by diſappointment, or exaſperated by incon- 
. venience, involves both you and himſelf i in. the moſt. provoking-- 
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we 


at 


10 0 0% e 
_«embarraſſments ?, Moch, however, as we, may n the troubles e 
0 which we are expoſed from our immediate intercourſe with „5 
the inferior claſſes of the community; have we not mote 0 
apprchend, when, miſled by the artful; encouraged hy the auda- 
cious, and inflamed by the diſſatisfied, they combine for the 
- dreadful purpoſe” of committing | depredations, or, as they may 
term it, of exacting juſtice ?, Need I: call to your- remembrance 
; 175 | dhe alarming riots, which, only the laſt year, were perpetrated n 
dome of the interior provinces in chis kingdom? Need Lexpatiste 
Ts on the ſavage cruelties of a deluded er incenſed Ppopulace in a 
neighbouring country? Need 1 hold up to you the poſſible con- 
ſequences of thoſe falſe and A en which baue been 
by (LIP Nerrin dt in our .OWn ts !!!,)!!! 1, PEARLS, at F40 
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1 me 1 8 as 1 1 wth Bends! ue, ie ; 
, e the wiſdom of Government, and the protection of Provi- 
dence, you are ſafe from effects of outrage, ſo extenſive and ſo 
fatal as thoſe to which I have alluded ; you will yet allow me to 
contend, that, in the moſt: favourable ſituations, both ef private 
and public life, every one of you ſtands expoſed to many vexations 
from which precaution cannot e ſecure, nor vigilance entirely _ 
- dan PO; 2 en ae anche cannot t well avold en . 


1 e Wen oy oe a > mv Mo. 0 
n P Sf OO ITE Rs a ty. NG K. 


2 : 
7 3 4 0 3 — 4. 4 wy, 
Az r 3 I ru, RY LAT bo 4 
Y 7 5 io + be P e 2 LY r » 
8 T 3 eee e "IA * ; 

OST N . N 2 > t 1 r x5 <1 2 - 3-30; 6 obs ITS C2 be 3 > N 
FEE r fr! X ß ]% ͤ . on ONE l ; R . 
Ge A ONT Es APIS bg YO Berra VN EDT EET r * „** R a a 8 

Fa 9 N R * CAE va. TRI * - 


T7 
Fa 4 


3 T 85 7 
. 
N 


r = 
7 wo. Fer N. 
6 
S 7 3 
N n 
ETSY 10 5 i Ge ID A. 


ef 


r 
— * 


44 MAS 


. 


. 
n e's 
8 * L 


r 
SD 


. 2 A Joe 


* Before the 1 had, 8 this 8 17 5 1 Ag had ae a wiſh FT 
that the Lord Biſhop of Durham would publiſh. a very excellent Charge, which ꝑ 
had the pleaſure of hearing delivered at Newcaſtle. But his "Lordſhip," he now finds, „„ 

has anticipated that wiſh. The firſt part of the Chatge contains many pertinent re- 

_ fleftions on the prefent ſtate. of public affairs; and the latter, many gudicious 8 

Aalutary admonitions to the Clergy. As a didactic compoſition, it is well 15 5 8 

attention of all who are e to e themſelves b e e a to be _ 

"ſl with attention, OE ts bs of i, ee 1 
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the Per and ihe indian; you can Sree prevent them ſrom com- 
= mitting petty depredations. To little acts of diſhoneſty they have 
—_ "often, God knows, many and ſtrong incitements. The very high - 
Price of proviſions—the extreme dearneſs of the various neceſſaries - 
bol lie —a numerous family of children, ſometimes without clothes 
cdo cover the nakedneſs of their perſons,. and ſometimes without 
food to ſatisfy the calls of hunger —theſe are evils by which we 
know the poor to be annoyed—theſe will furniſh e which . — 
9 we cannot 2 4 than NY: able to 'refiſt, „ 
P not "EAR . fits by l to your! memory the 
Fruit of the ignorant and the abandoned, who ſmart under the 
laſh of juſtice, and who, perhaps in too many inſtances, pay, by 
the forfeiture of their lives,” that debt, which the violated laws of 
their country demand. Brought up from their infancy in idleneſs, 
They live and die. witheut ever knowing, or at all conſidering what 
is expected of them as men, and required of them as citizens. 
Encouraged by parents or companions, they are unwilling to earn 
their daily bread by the exertions of labour, and under the reſtraints. 
of law.” Nature, they: inſtinctively and irreſiſtibly feel, muſt be 
ſupported, and, in the abſence of better means, they ſacrifice future 
fſuafety to preſent convenience. They invade without ſhame, and with. 
out remorſe, the property of their fellow creatures. It is to ſecure 
your property from the hands of rapine; it is to deliver yourſelves 
= from perſonal danger; it is to preſerve. your countrymen from the 
_— 8 of robbery and of murder, that I am now called upon to 
s. 1 cdonvince your underſtandings of the neceſſity, and to excite your 
_ affections to the duty” -of cloathing the naked, and inſtructing the I” 
| Ignorant—of inuring to induſtry, by early application, and in- 
. with ee by ei leſſons, thoſe minds, which; 
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3 your benevolent exertions, will, ir is too 0 probable; become 
* 84 50 to ere nen You Ns" anne ey e 26) THR: 
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. 5 hve i ea dards ah; th as they e the 
community, and the picture, alas! preſents little to our vie which 
engages our admiration, and attaches our eſteem; but it is 2940 
_ oe” T TRE farther enen them as OE are beer 
IE 175 
Ry T "he lower claſs 0 ee 6 as in i foi ina dn ſenſe, | 
«©. wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and naked.” The church © 
indeed is open for their inftrotiion and improvement; but con- 
tracting, in their early days, habits of indolence, and indulging 
propenſities to profligacy, they cannot often prevail on themſelves 
- "to pay their public tribute of - homage to the Great Being, who, to 
Promote the purpoſes of his all- wiſe diſpenſations, hath made both 
Lich and poor: or if they do attend the church, ſrom a want of 
previous knowledge, even as to the firſt principles of:Chriſtianity, ou 
excellent ſervice is, 10 them, like a fealed book; they have eyes 
and ſee not, ears have they, but they underſtand not.“ Ho 
then ſhould the generations to come be either mare civilized in their 
manners, more regular in their deportment, or more pious in their © 
lives? From parents degenerate by nature, and profligate bß 1 
habit; from parents whoſe minds were never impreſſed with: 8 
ſenſe of right, and with the ſear of God, who live in a ſtate of 
. deplorable 1 ignorance, and die, too many of them I fear, in a ſtate 
of unrepented fin; is it not- naturally to be expected, that their 
offspring ſhould be inſtructed - and encouraged in meanneſſes, by 
which, as men, they incur infſamy; in crimes by: which they, as 
"citizens, are expoſed to puniſhment; in fins by which they, as 
1 chriſtians, are in a of baren condemnation ! ? The Bible, 
1 | | BED the 
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88 4 =) _ 

he great cbaetite- ol . ſalvation, they, have hin: mathe: incli- 
Bation to peruſe, nor underſtanding to be bend They ac- 
knowledge indeed that they are created; but that they are 

redeemed, and that / they muſt be ſanctified too; they neither 
feel concerned to know, nor are willing to be taught. The 
day which the Almighty has commanded to be dedicated to him 
ſelf, they generally conſume in thoughtleſs indolence, or ſhame- 
Toſs debauchery:: Inſtead of acquainting themſelves with the will of 
God, and wWerſhipping him in ſpirit and in truth; inſtead of 
FP their children in the knowledge of chriſtianity, and 


bringing then. to join with the multitude in praiſe and thankſ- | 


giving; you obſerve. both. parents; and. children loitering in the 
ſtreets, and wandering in the fields; ſome, frantic with intoxica- 
Tion; others, devoted to an amuſemeat, the moſt diſgracer 

-fol -and--pernicious—an amuſement, which, on that day, 1 
believe, is peculiar to the higheſt and the loweſt claſſes of 
the community - gaming. When the. Sacrament of che I. rd's 
Supper is adminiſtered, how few, how very few. of the poor, 1 


* 


Pr comparatively, receive it ⁊ We viſit them in ſickneſs, on their 


parts. oſten unwelcome counſellors, and the ſpectacle they ex+- 
hibit: is, of all' others, the moſt. awful and diſtreſſing. Unac- 
| _ -quainted- with God and Religion, they lie on their miſerable 
beds, ſometimes regardleſs of their wretehed tuation; ſometimes 
diſtracted with remorſe, and agonized with. apprehenſion. . When 
the foundation; the only, foundation of their hopes of acceptance 
with: God is their ignorance—how literally verified is the declar 
ration of God 925 his S e. my, wn Wien for e | 
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To Add: any plan by which they can be reclaimed from vice, ane 

improved in virtue, you will doubtleſs adopt with ardour,” and 
encourage with activity. And perhaps the wiſdom: of man could 
not deviſe aay method better calculated to inform their under». 

ſtandings, and correct their morals, than the admirable inſtitution, 

the ſupport of which I am now ſoliciting. Item 
almoſt every ſpecies of utility which the politician would recom: 

mend, and the chriſtian would approve. Some of the 8 7 
derived from OI. a ke 1 will: oi ——_ e N 5 


races, N I-think, » by 
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be minds of ths Gbiecks 6b this: Chari y are, eee to 


their entering on the active ſeenes of life, bent, before they are become 
Sy obſtinate, | by the force of diſeipline, and the reaſonable” ſeverity of 


reſtraint. Whatever Ingenuity may plan which is elegant and or- 


namental whatever invention may ſtrike out which is expedient 2 
and uſeful, the execution of both is chiefly. committed to the labour 


of the poor. But in the performance of the part allotted to them, 


wide is the difference between thoſe who want, and thoſe who 

have received the advantages of 
pProgreſs is flow and irregular; and the exertions are reluctant and 

unſteady ; ; they begin to act without the deſire of improvement; they 
continue to act without the conſciouſneſs of excellence; and gladly 


education. Of the former, the 


do they ceaſe to act, upon every opportuniey which they can n ſnatch ba 


.of languiſhing in idlenefs, or rioting in Hcentiouſneſs. On the 
other hand, as children are habituated i in thoſe ſchools to regularity; 
_ confinement, and reſtraint,” their minds are gradually formed to 
endure more fixed attention, and more unremitted toil. If en 5 
0 we Wich eng De o the {oh to = active Wee 8 
OT ESR LI NT n 5 A 
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. nn and ſkilful 1 fp. will in Charity | 
hoch acquire thoſe hahits which will enable them, with, comfort 
to, themſelves: and ſatisfaction to heir employers, 2 e their, 
TEES (fever al avocations, 15 TTC un O36 £29612 . 
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1 Ms 1 4 ths as; of thoſe ſchools; i 
To; well adapted to the condition of thoſe who receive it, is the, 
| gpyernment. of- ur weden, and the cultivation of their manners... : 

The pe" Fey 4 . the ee 108 eee 
nature, are general ſubjects of complaint. Now as theſe faults do 
not eſcape. the reprehenſion, and, as the. oppoſite. qualities enſure, 
the encouragement. of the teacher; children, whilſt, they are emu- 
J ouſly, ſolicitous to become objects of approbation, feel the neceſſity 1 
of moderating their own deſires, and. reſtraining their own. WR 
They acquire a ſenſe of ſhame on the deteQion of their faults,. and WL 
a_ ſenſe of ſelf· reſpect on the reward of their excellencies. They be 
beat that reſiſtance to authority is criminal, and. they find . that it 
is ineffcacious. They are enabled to compare the tranquility o 
| ſubmiſſion with the inquietude of perverſeneſs, and they diſcover _ 
by reflection, as well as experience, that befote they expect favour, 3 
they muſt deſerye protection, and that through obedience only. lies 
the path to peace. And as they are received into your ſchool . 
the early age of ſeven, generally before they ate ten years old, 
and are permitted to continue till they have tomplered their bur. 
teenth year, by the attention which, 1 am authorized to ſay, is 
"= to their 1 improvement in ſound morals, as well as ufeful * 
Knowledge, one may reaſonably hope that, ſo fair a ſoun⸗ 
dation being once laid, a regular and beautiful ſuperſtructure Be 


vill ba raiſed . it—one BOY 1 0 char theſe children, whether 
| | retained _ 
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| retained 4 as domeſtie,. or employed as menial- 1 „n 3 


credit to their ſchool, and a bleſſing to their employers; wẽill 


demonſtrate to the world the propriety, and ae to . 


the e of an. humble education. ALS 25 5 8 | 


But let us collides the poor - as eesti the VOPR a midſt: 


uſeful part of the community, and the advantages ariſing from the 55 
education for which your bounty will this day Feen and, , 


5 ' 
* 
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- hopes a e . . more n 


* 
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In whhcever way the lower claſs of men be nights; ders i 
in the houſe, the farm, or the ſhop, we are obliged to place in them 


* 

wh 

#54 2 * 
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much confidence, and to throw in their way many opportunities 
promoting our intereſt, and conſpiring our ruin. 1 appeal to the 


man who has been ſucceſsful in buſineſs, whether his ſucceſs was 


not, in a great meaſure, owing to the fidelity of his ſervants; or 
rather perhaps to the opportunities which his ſituation allowed of. 


controuling, ſuperintending, and directing them?. The ſoil indeed. 0 


18 diligently prepared; the ſeed is ſelected by the care, and ſown. 


by the induſtry of the poor; but alas | they ſeldom reap the crop. | 


The joint labour of many is. required to act upon the materials of. 
1 wealth, but the produce | is. the lot only of ſew. Does not then 

85 policy dictate the conſummate propriety, the indiſpenſable neceſſity. 
of implanting in them principles of integrity and virtue? But 


how can ſuch principles be implanted, if they are abandoned to the vB 
care of parents, born in ignorance, and hardened. in profligacy ? . 


Make a proviſion for them, and receive them into your ſchool; 


eradicate from their minds malignant tempers and, vicious pro- | 
W nurture n "ah amiable virtues, and fyrniſh- them 
e %% i a 
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1 NIN inflrution which hs 8 E 4905 readily 
apply. They will make you a moſt gracious return. They will 
undertake. your buſineſs: with cheerfulneſs, purſue it with vigour, 
and execute it with fidelity : they will know. how to eſtimate them- 
| ſelves: they will know how. important a link they form in the 
chain of ſociety, and how, the happineſs. of the community is in- 
e blended with their own: . What will be the conſequence ? 4 
The ſavage manners and brutal exceſſes which deform a very large 
part of the moral creation, „will not ſo much as be named 


ee amongſt us. Regularity will take place of diſorder, docility- 
1 tobbornneſs, ee 5 N and . ak low. . ma- 


licious cunning: ug 
5 The laſt enn I mall mention, arifing from the inſtitution- 

"of Charity Schools is, that the Children | are brought Pp. in ' the. 
true hn and. fear of. God. „ 

* A eee . is e greateſt af all bleſſings; ; 7 en: 

1 having « been brought up in the way they ſhould go, will 
not“ ealily be induced to“ depart from it.” It is in your 
| ſchool a part of the buſineſs of every day to impreſs upon the ſcholars 
a ſtrong ſenſe of their duty to Almighty God ; to lead them to- 
the practice of all the virtues, civil, moral, and religious, con- 
tained in the catechiſm of our church; to teach them to read 
with delight, and comprehend with clearneſs, the invaluable book 
| wherein © life and immortality are brought to light.“ This your 
work and « _ labour of love ſhall be written for thoſe that come 
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See this TOY fubjece' trekted with the miſt profiund el ak the moſt- 
brilliant eloquence, by the Rev. Dr. Parr. —It is entitled, A Mg 485 du 
8 on the 98 e in . Schools. Printed * Cadell. 
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= a, 00 the people that mall be born Wall prin the Lord. * 


. Surely this conſtitutes the ſublimeſt part of charity this is © be- 


9 coming eyes to the blind, and feet to the lume this! is indeed 
ſuſtaining the part of © a father to the poor: it is not merely L 
providing food and raiment for the body, which is ſoon to 
periſh; but it is by far a nobler act of charity —it is filling the 
* hungry ſoul with goodneſs“ —it 48 e e e if ve VI 


WY dare to 4 ſo, on their lateſt Ry 


C1} 
4 


1 hall. nor, 1 hope, be thought to . woch my | rabjee, 


« by addreſſing the parents of the. children whoſe cle: 2 0 am nom 


een, to plead. VVV 


rue weceſ of chis laudable work 1 we are e here aſembled to com. 5 


e 


you. It is s your duty t to require 25 your children chat 8 8⁰ to 


the ſchool regularly and conſtantly, and behave there with proprietß 
8 and reſpect. The rules of the ſchool demand their invariable 


. attendance. upon public worſhip, for the beſt and the wiſeſt reaſons— 
becauſe it is the indiſpenſable duty of every perſon, young and old, 
to worſhip Almighty God in the public Aſſembly; and becauſe, 

by educating children in their infancy to take delight in offering 

up their prayers and praiſes, to God, it may become ſo habitual and 


natural to them, that, when they arrive at maturity, they may never 
gneglect it. But if you ſet them the example of abſenting yourſelves 
from Church, and of ſpending the Sunday, emphatically called 
| the. Lokb's Dar, in idleneſs and utter forgetfulneſs of God, you _ 
will ſoon deſtroy thoſe principles of virtue and religion. which are 

' implanced-at-ſchool.; Convince them that they: are hound to pay 


their ns to od: in e — 00 not N your- 


7 2 ' of 
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ſelves 
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ſets d it; and teach Sa e the. remaining park of the 
day innocently and uſefully... Be circumſpect too in your whole 


45 


- 


conduct, in order that what is taught at ſchool by precept, may 
be enforced at home by example. 1 appeal to your own hearts— - 
do you not often wilh- that you were both wiſer and better? T he - 
opportunity, of making your children ſo is now offered to you = 


bot it will not be ſufficient, to ſend. them to ſchool, unleſs you will 


5 uniformly inſtruct them by your deeds, as well as your words. 
When you are tempted to break out into oaths and curſes; when 


0 


** 


you are diſpoſed to neglect the church, and profane the ſabbath— 


conſider how malignant will be the influence of ſuch an act upon 


your. children. As an additional preſervative againſt the filent - 
progreſs of irreligion, and the dangerous ſeductions of vice, let 


me recommend it to you to commemorate often the death E 


Jeſus Chriſt in the Holy Sacrament. For the Lord's Supper, 


«- when duly received,” will not only be ſuch preſervative, but 
ee will leave you in a ſtate of acceptance with God, ſo long as you | 
ct are careful not to forſeit this ſituation by ſubſequent inſtances . 


ce of miſconduR. OW Let me likewiſe point out and enforce an- 


other act of Religion, which, 1 pray God, not only you, but all 


Who he ar me, may from this day practiſe; I mean the celebration 
"I family worſhip every night before you retire to reſt. It has been 
often objected to me by the poor, to whom I have with great 
cearneſtneſs recommended this moſt eſſential duty, that they re - 
not able to read; or, that they read ſo imperfectly, that ſuch 
well- meant devotion could. not poſſibly be productive of edification. 

1 Tou cannot make this e becauſe your CHILDREN are re taught | 
e e en F 


. en. , 


14 See on 0 cabject. of lake 8 1 0 e 1 eee FR ot” 
the Univerſity of Oxford, by the preſent learned Lord _— of Cheſter. Sold wig 
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wil you allow me to welpas Thee er on your Patithee, 


1 -whilſt 1 exhort you to contribute to the ſupport of an inſtitution, | 


tte obvious tendency of which is, PF. N 125 and co o promote 
N in the Tiling generation ? e N 


"of I. Bs RY Pk 1 RIPE Os FEY FG 2 
b . * "EIS * 75 EFT „ FFF 
* 22 © "a : d $4 a 8 ES 38 Be” 5 8 1 W 5 1 2 ON" ds 
; — , 1 $ : © F n * * 7 9 . 8 N BS * 8 
. 0 


i | were 3 nnecelfury. to detain. you, 1 bat is generally 


aid be true, that every perſon before, he' comes to church has 
determined in what proportion he will give, however ſolid the 


diſcourſe may be in its arguments, however pertinent in its topics, 


And however earneſt in its exhortations. If ſuch be the determi- 
nation of this aſſembly, I pray God that you may . "have with one 
mind and one heart determined to Sive liberally—to give, 1 do | 


not ſay 1 beyond, but according to your power.“ If you aye 


made ſuch determination, you, have not, 1 nut, forgot that 
God loveth, and loverh only, a cheerful giver.” Po you want 
motives to your charity? Obſerve the pleaſing, | the delightful 


ſpectacle now before you. It is only a very little while fince © 


ſome of theſe children, whole appearance is now ſo decent, whoſe 
behaviour i is bo conciliaring, whoſe improvement is ſo conſpicuous, 


5 


were a local nuiſance, and a national diſgrace. *© Their tongues, 


< the beſt members that they have,” inſtead of liſping oaths, and 


imprecating curſes, are now. employed in "6 ſinging. hymns, and 


4. pfalms, and ſpiritual ſongs, and making melody unto the Lor "F | 
You ſaw them in. the affecting language of Scripture, (e fainting. ; 
<c and ſcattered abroad, as ſheep ACKNOWLEDGING no ſhepherd, 5 


= and ye- bad. LOOPY on _” [4 is to PIO: 2 . 
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. 1 © 21 125 T8 
debtecd bor their Knowledge of God; god for their becher of 
religion to your charity it is owing that they will be worthy 


w, 


15 Litisens, honeſt neighbours, religious chriſtians, © Ye have been 


te eyes to the blind,” and feet to the lame ye have been fathers 


eto the poor.” And can you want encouragement to perſevere 


=; this labour of chriſtian love? Can ye feel any. indiſpoſition 
do ſo good a work, when the obſervation and experience of every 


EY day muſt convince you, how the greater part of theſe children 
Vere ſuch indiſpoſition unhappily to be prevalent—would be uſeleſs 


from idleneſs, or dangerous from profligacy? To whom, if ye 
withhold your aſſiſtance, can they flee for ſuccour ? ak Some "" 

them are without parents, all of them without protectors ; how then 
can they be habituated to labour, or eſtabliſhed in virtue, or even 


1 reclaimed from vice? Shall R be turned looſe. * the com, 


1 N - bl 8 i 


£25 munity? . God forbid! %%% ᷣ ͤ ͤ ty ho k 


Many of thoſe 8 now 1 me . it may be e at 4 7 
more advanced age, go down to the ſea in ſhips, and occupy their 

200 buſineſs in the great waters. And, permit me to obſerve, | 
| that, in the characters of ſea-faring perſons, there are ſome ſtriking, . 
| peculiarities, which deſerye your attention. Inceſſant labours leave 
them little time for ſpiritual improvement coarſe debauchery 
extinguiſhes in them ſerious reflection repeated eſcapes familiarize 


to them the ideas of a blind chance, or an inexorable fate in- 5 


1 veterate habits and helpleſs i ignorance expoſe them to the dreadful * 
and (contrary extremes of profaneneſs and ſuperſtition, In the 
' ſplendour of day they will „ make, a mock at fin;”. and yet, 
amidſt che darkneſs of the night, they tremble and fear e where 
« no fear is.” Conſcious of preſent ſafety, they defile the 
holy moe. of God. with oaths and execrations.— But when unex- 
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Y Ales ads extreme Ads overtaies them, they. nent. one 8 
agitated by terrour, and, at another, overwhelmed 1 in deſpondence, 
at the proſpect of his juſt and impending vengeance. Deſtitute of 
that firm and reſigned ſpirit Which is produced by an early and a 
rational ſenſe of religion they wring their hands, and ſtrike their 
boſoms — they hope wildly, and fiiddenly deſpair—they pray, and 
they blaſpheme they ſink into the mercileſs ocean, and are ſeen _ 
no more. Be it, therefore,. your praiſe to furniſh+ thefe little ones 
with E knowledge of the doctrines of Chriſtianity, and to train them. 
to the obſervance of its precepts, that, when at the word of the 7 
. Almighty, they are carried up to the heaven, and down nn 
to the deep, fo that their ſouls begin to melt away becauſe of 
the danger, they may cry unto the Lord,” either in the pious 
| hope, that he will deliver them out of their diſtreſs,” or, with a 
well-grounded confidence, that, when their bodies are toſſed by the 
winds, or plunged under the waves, their BETTER and IMMORTAL 
part may be received into the manſions of the bleſſed, there to dwell _ 
for ever with their Saviour and their God. To-day, then, my 
Chriſtian brethren, hear the voice of God calling you to give to 
| thoſe whom his hands have faſhioned, and his mercy has redeemed. 
. Obey his voice. © Give according as you are diſpoſed in your 
hearts,“ remembering that, as you all this day ſow, ſo you ſhall, 
at the day of judgment, reap. ' Obtain the approbation of your own 
mind by cloathing the naked, and inſtructing the ignorant —and, . 
when the time ſhall come, which cannot to any of us be very Ts {Rs 
off, that ye ſhall be called to bid adieu to every thing here When 
+200 ſhall have juſt ſo much recolle&ion left as to return God 
thanks that ye have been enabled by proſperity, and induced by 5 
wiſdom, to inſtruct your children in the ways of righteouſneſk— 


an yours laſt and moſt” ferrent prayers ſhall be "os vp to God, 
that 1 ; 
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that 3 ye may meet ther face” to Gs: at Shes great Tribunal, neither 
ep ed to their reproaches, nor overwhelmed with your own— 
when they ſhall ſtand around your dying bed, begging. from you 
one final bleſſing, and ſupplicating God to receive your ſoul, 
then may you reſign yourſelves into the arms of death, without 
compunction, and without diſmay then will you be ſupported by 
the animating conſolation of having been, © eyes to the blind, 
e and feet to the lame” — then, with Job's confidence will you look 
back on your imitation of Job's virtue, and aſpire to that heavenlñ 
_ _ *reward which awaits every good man, and every hacere: CO | 
"9 has been e father” to the JOE 13 12 gels 
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